		Chapter 9: Labels, Annotation & Symbology


Learning Objectives in this chapter:

· Understand how to customize layer symbology
· Know the difference between labels and annotation
· Be able to work with data frames

Working with Labels, Annotation & Symbology

9.1 Overview

Symbology and labeling are very important when creating maps.  Adjusting a layer’s symbology allows you to see each layer in a map project effectively, assign colors or symbols relevant to your needs, and customize the impression of your map.  Labeling and annotation is important because you can identify what you want within your map if you so choose.  Data frames are a unique way to customize your finished map project.

9.2 Symbology

Data is originally stored in a default symbology when added to ArcMap.  Symbology refers to the colors, line types, and symbols that represent your data. MoDOT has some standard symbology that can be used in your maps. 

 (
When data is first added to ArcMap, default symbology is applied.  You will have to change this yourself through the Properties>Symbology Tab or by double clicking on the symbology itself in the table of contents.
) (
Symbology Types (Point, Line, Polygon)
)[image: ]



Changing simple feature symbology

To change the color of a symbol for a specific data layer, right-click on the symbol in ArcMap’s table of contents, a color palette will appear, select the color of choice.

 (
Color Palette
)[image: ]

If you would like to change more than just the color of a layer, double-click on the icon that is currently the default symbology. Depending on the type of geometry your layer has, a Symbol Selector box will open with the appropriate symbols for the geometry type.

 (
Symbol Selector
)[image: ]

You can choose a specific type of symbol, as well as edit the symbol’s size, shape, angle, and color.  Once you create your custom symbol, you can save it as well for use in further projects.

Another way that you can adjust symbology is by right clicking on the layer and choose Properties>Symbology Tab.  You can get even more specific in your customization by using this route.

 (
Accessing the Symbology Tab
Layer Properties box will open, click on the Symbology tab.
)[image: ][image: ]
Changing a Feature’s Symbology using Categorical Attributes

You can change a feature’s symbology to make it more informative by assigning a different symbol to each unique value, or according to distinct ranges of values in the layer’s attribute table.  For example, a land use land cover map may contain a particular symbol or color for each land use type present (all forest polygons may be represented with the color green, all crops may be represented by yellow, and all urban areas may be white, etc…) Thus describing the representation of categorical attributes, or attributes that contain names or descriptions.  On the other hand, attributes that contain measurements or counts of features are called quantitative attributes. For instance, one may choose to symbolize a map of countries in Missouri by the population or size in measurement. The figure below demonstrates categorical attributes because the counties of Missouri have been sorted and symbolized by name.

 (
Symbology based on Values
)[image: ]

You can adjust the labels for each one if you wish.  It will change how it appears in your table of contents.  You can also click on each county symbol and change the color if you wish. When you are happy with your choices, click Apply and OK.

Your data will reflect the symbology you chose in your map and in the table of contents.  If at any point you wish to change it, go back the the layer’s properties and click the symbology tab.

 (
Symbology in the Map
)[image: ]

You can also symbolize by graduated symbols if you would like to specify a range.  In the left-hand corner of the Layer Properties box, click on Quantities.

 (
Symbology based on Quantities
 
)[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]

Your options under quantities are to sort by graduated colors, graduated symbols, proportional symbols, or dot density.  A picture will display underneath each selected method to give you an idea of what it would look like.  You can choose the color scheme, and size of the symbols as well.  If you prefer to set a classification, this is the screen that you would adjust this.

 (
Adjusting the Classifications
)[image: ]

By default the values are grouped into 5 classes and the classification method is natural breaks.  The following describes all classification methods that can be selected.

· Natural Breaks: This classification creates classes according to clusters and gaps in the data.
· Equal Interval: This classification creates classes of equal value ranges.
· Defined Interval: This classification is like equal interval, but the interval chosen determines the number of classes produced instead of the number of classes producing the interval.
· Quantile: This classification creates classes containing an equal number of features.
· Standard Deviation: This classification method creates classes according to a specified number of standard deviation from the mean value.
· Manual Method: This classification allows you to set your own preferred class breaks. 

Once a classification method is chosen, a designed color ramp should be chosen as well. Click on the OK button.  The specified symbology will then be applied to the map display.

9.3 Data Frames

When you are working in Data View, you are working in the data frame of the map document.  Having multiple data frames in your map document, gives you multiple data views to work with.  The active data frame, is the one that appears on your screen.  It is the one that you can make edits in and alter.  If you have more than one data frame, when you switch to Layout View, you can see all data frames that you have in your map.  This makes it extremely beneficial when you want to include ‘insets’ in your finished map.  For example, if you want to create a map that showcases an intersection, however you also want to include and overall view of the county to show the intersection’s location, you can do so by including a second data frame, as shown in the image below.

 (
Map inset created by 
using 
a 2
nd
 data frame.
) (
Adding a Second Data Frame
)[image: ]



How to Create Multiple Data Frames within your Map

To create a new data frame for your document, click the Insert dropdown on the Main toolbar and choose Data Frame.

 (
A new data frame will be added to your table of contents. It will be activated and your data view will become blank. 
 That is because there is no information in the new data frame.  You can start adding data just like you had to the first data frame
 by
 either dragging
/
 dropping files from the ArcCatalog window in the table of contents, or by using the Add Data button.
 You can also click layers in other data frames and drag them into the new data frame.
)[image: ] (
Inserting a New Data Frame
)[image: ]

If at any point you want to edit your data in the other data frame, simply right click on the name of the data frame you wish to become active and choose Activate.  The layers in the activated data frame will appear in data view.

 (
Activating a Data Frame
)[image: ]

Click on Layout View at the bottom left had corner of the map to change over to the finished map view….or buy clicking View at the Main toolbar and choosing Layout View.

 (
Switching between Data View and Layout View
)[image: ]

 (
You can see that there are 3 data frames in the layout view.  New Data Frame 2 hasn’t had any data added to it yet.  Once data is added, it will overlap the other two data frames.  I can move this box around by selecting it and dragging it into position, as well as resizing it to my preference.
You can change the background color of the data frame by right clicking on the activated data frame name, selecting Properties>Frame tab.  Select the color you prefer in the Background box. This can be done in Data View as well as Layout View.
) (
Data Frames
)[image: ]

The Data Frame Properties is where you can manipulate your data frame’s appearance.

 (
Data Frame Properties
)[image: ]
9.4 Labeling

There are two main types of labels in ArcGIS: dynamic and interactive. ArcMap will adjust the label placement of dynamic labels as you work with the map and prevent the labels from overlapping regardless of the zoom level. The drawback is that they are not moveable if you choose to adjust a few of them.

Interactive labels allow you to assign a label to a feature one at a time.  You choose the placement of the label and they can be selected, moved around and modified according to your specifications.

Dynamic Labels

You can automatically label features by right-clicking on the name of the layer in the table of contents and choosing the Label Features option.

 (
Selecting Label Features will label the features in the map automatically with the default field.  If you would like to change what field to label by, right-click again on the layer and select Properties.
) (
Adding Labels to a feature
)[image: ]

 (
Click on the Labels tab. Under Text String, change your label field to your preference.  You can also adjust the font, size, type, and color of the labels on this screen.  Click OK when you have everything set the way you want.
This is the screen you will come back to when you want to adjust your labeling.
) (
Labels Tab in Layer Properties
)[image: ]

Interactive Labels

To create an interactive label, you must first click the dropdown arrow by the New Text Tool located on the Draw Toolbar.

 (
You have different options for what type of text you want to add as labels.
You can experiment with these to identify which method would best match your workflow.
Simply select the option you want to try, and click in the map to start typing.
) (
Interactive Labeling
)[image: ]

 (
If you click on the 
Label button, you will get options 
to choose
 
the 
placement 
of your label as well as choosing a
 label style that you want.
)[image: ] (
Label Tool options
)[image: ]

 (
You can also open the Labeling Toolbar and Label Manager by clicking on Customize>Toolbars>Labeling.  You will notice a new toolbar open in your map document.
This toolbar will allow you to Label your text by priority ranking or weight ranking. You can also choose to pause the drawing of your labels, organize them through the label manager and lock your labels in place.
)[image: ] (
Labeling Toolbar
)[image: ]

The Label Manager lets you view and change labeling properties for all the label classes in your map. It enables you to specify and modify labels for layers without repeatedly visiting their property dialog boxes. The Label Manager also lets you manage the label classes within the map.

The image below shows the Label Manager with the Standard Label Engine enabled.

 (
Label Manager
)[image: ]

Once you have the labels set up the way you want, you can then convert your labels to annotation.  This is discussed later in the chapter.










9.5 Annotation

ArcGIS Desktop fully supports two types of annotation: map document annotation stored in annotation groups and geodatabase annotation stored in geodatabase annotation feature classes. Other annotation types are read-only in ArcGIS Desktop such as CAD annotation.

Map document annotation is:

· Text or graphics 
· Organized into groups 
· Stored in map documents 
· Available in data space 
· Edited with the graphic tools on the Draw toolbar 

Geodatabase annotation is:

· Text or graphics 
· Organized into feature classes and subclasses 
· Stored in a geodatabase 
· Available in data space 
· Edited with ArcMap editing tools 

Map Document Annotation

Annotation can be used to describe particular features or add general information to the map. You can use annotation like labels to add descriptive text for map features or just to add a few pieces of text manually to describe an area on your map. Unlike labels, each piece of annotation stores its own position, text string, and display properties. Compared to labels, annotation provides more flexibility over the appearance and placement of your text because you can select individual pieces of text and edit their position and appearance. You can use ArcMap to convert labels to annotation. Annotation can be further divided based on where it is stored—in a geodatabase, in a map document, or in one of the read-only formats that ArcGIS supports.








[bookmark: _GoBack]
Converting Labels to Map Annotation

If you decide that you want to convert your labels to annotation, right click on the layer name of the labels you want converted. Choose ‘Convert Labels to Annotation’.

 (
Note:
 Feature Linked Annotation can only be created using an ArcInfo License. Converting unplaced labels to annotation will convert labels that do not show up in the map due to placement properties.
) (
Label Tool options
)[image: ]

 (
For the Store Annotation option select in the map.  Specify the features that you want to create annotation.  Click on the name of the annotation group to change it. You can specify a new or existing annotation group. 
 Click convert.
Annotation groups are created for you when you convert labels to map document annotation
. You can also create an annotation group if you don’t have any labels in your map.
) (
If you want to create map annotation without first creating labels, you can create a new annotation group by clicking on the Draw Toolbar>New Annotation Group.
) (
Storing Annotation Options
)[image: ]
Creating an Annotation Group
 
You can create an annotation group without having to first use the Labels option. Annotation groups are useful for organizing map document annotation because they make it easy to toggle the display of many pieces of related text. In addition, you can associate an annotation group with a particular layer so its text will be automatically turned on or off as the layer is turned on or off in the table of contents.

You can create a new annotation group using the New Annotation Group command on the Draw toolbar. You will name your group and apply an associated layer and reference scale. Click OK when you are finished.

 (
New Annotation Group Properties
)[image: ]

When you add new annotation or move existing annotation between annotation groups, you should be aware of the active annotation target. Any annotation you add to your map using the Draw toolbar tools when you are in data view, as well as any map document annotation you add while you are in layout view and working inside the data frame, will be added to the active annotation target. Any annotation that you paste from the clipboard will also be added there.




Geodatabase Annotation

Annotation in the geodatabase is stored in annotation feature classes. As with other feature classes, all features in an annotation feature class have a geographic location and attributes and can either be inside a feature dataset or a standalone feature class. Each text annotation feature has symbology including font, size, color, and any other text symbol property. Annotation is typically text, but it can also include graphic shapes—for example, boxes or arrows—that require other types of symbology.
If you have more than a few hundred pieces of text or if you want editable text that you will use in many maps, use geodatabase annotation. Working with geodatabase annotation in ArcMap will generally be faster than working with map document annotation. Geodatabase annotation is indexed spatially, meaning that it will draw and select much faster.

Creating a Geodatabase Annotation Feature Class

In the Catalog tree, right-click the geodatabase in which you want to create the new annotation class and point to New>Feature Class.

 (
Creating a New Annotation Feature Class
)[image: ]


Type the name of the feature class, and select the Type drop-down to click on Annotation Features. Click Next.

 (
Selecting Feature Type
)[image: ]






Set your Coordinate system for your annotation.  This will be the same as what you set your map as.  Click Next.

 (
Selecting your Geographic Coordinate System
)[image: ]






The x/y domain is calculated based on the coordinate system you specified. Accept the default by clicking Next.

 (
Selecting your XY Tolerance
)[image: ]








Enter a reference scale. The scale should be equal to the scale at which the annotation will normally display. Set your map units to the units that your annotation will be stored.  The units should match the units of your coordinate system. (UTM=meters, State Plane=Feet).  Click Next.

 (
Entering a Reference Scale
)[image: ]






For the Text Symbol, set the default symbol properties for the first annotation class, and the visible scale range for annotation in this class.  If you want to add additional classes click New and specify the name. Follow the same steps you did for the first annotation class for each additional class you add.  Click Next.

 (
Adding Annotation Classes
)[image: ]







Accept the defaults. Click Next.

 (
Database configuration keyword
)[image: ]








By default, there are several fields that are added to an annotation feature class. Some of these are required. If you don’t require the optional fields, you can delete them now or later by using the feature class properties dialog box once you’ve created the feature class.  Click Finish.

 (
Field Name Properties
)[image: ]

Add it into your map just like you would any feature class.





Here are some guidelines for storing text:

· If you are creating a map and your text only applies to the current map, you might store your text in a map document in an annotation group or groups. If you delete the map, this annotation will also be deleted because it's stored in the map document. 
· If you want to use your text in more than one map, store your text in a geodatabase in one or more annotation feature classes. Annotation stored in a geodatabase behaves like regular geographic features in that you can add geodatabase annotation as a layer to any map. 
· As a general rule, if you have more than a few hundred pieces of text, store your annotation in a geodatabase because ArcMap can access and display geodatabase annotation more quickly than map document annotation. Also, each piece of annotation added to an annotation group increases the size of your map document file (.mxd). 
· If you want to use the specialized editing tools for creating and editing annotation in ArcMap, store your annotation in a geodatabase. 


This chapter covered many different ways that you can customize your map document by using data frames, changing symbology, and creating text in your map document. The following exercises will help you work through these tasks.
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