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            Chapter 5 – Import/Export 
 
 
 
 
Importing Data from Other Sources 
 
Inside of a Bid Tabs Pro PLUS! File the Import/Export pull-down menu is available. 
 

 
 

From this dialog only a couple of items are relevant to the MoDOT workflow.  Batch Load Pay Items and 
DOT – Export to XML are available from the icons across the top of Bid Tabs Pro PLUS!  MoDOT does 
not use ProEstimate.  Importing and Exporting Pay Items from DOT Disk or Spreadsheets are not used. 
Merging a Plus Project is used for combining a Bridge Plus file with a Design Plus File. From this pull 
down, you may Import Specific Job Pay Items from the Tabs Database. 
 
Import Specific Job Pay Items from the Tabs Database will allow you to choose another job in the system 
and load the pay items and prices per job. 
 

1. Select Import Specific Job Pay 
Items from the Tabs Database 
from the Import/Export Pull Down. 

2. Select a project from the list 
3. Select to load from a specific 

bidder and select the bidder. 
4. Choose to show the bid price or 

any comparisons. 
5. Let the program load predefined 

categories. 
6. Click Load 
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The items and prices from the existing project are loaded into your project. 
 

 
 
Notice the Pay Item numbers in Red.  These items are not in the current pay item database.  If you let 
your mouse hover over one of the Red pay items you will receive an explanation.  You can change what 
pay  item is being used by double clicking on the Red pay item and selected the updated pay item 
number from the list. 
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Merging PLUS files 
 
This tool is used to add a bridge project to a design estimate.   
 
Users must have a design estimate loaded and a bridge PLUS file available for upload. The PLUS file 
from Bridge would need to be exported from ProjectWise.  Steps 2 and 3 below are used to help in 
sorting appropriately. 
 

1. Open a Design Estimate in BTPP 
2. Double-Click Pay Item Sort List which places and asterisk by the Pay Item Column 
3. Double-Click on the Section list which places and asterisk by the Section Column 
4. Click the Import/Export pull-down menu 
5. Select a Bridge Estimate.  These estimates will reside in ProjectWise and must be exported. 

 

 
 

6. Click the Merge Button 
7. A dialog appears stating the number of items and categories created. 
8. If no Categories are created, click on Project Setting, Sections Tab and add the section 

(category) that needs to be added to the file. 
 

 
 

9. Once the category is added and saved, you will have all the bridge items, quantities and prices 
added to the estimate. 

10. Check the sort code and make changes as necessary as shown in Chapter 4. 
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Note: When a Bridge Estimate is in Estimate 2000, you must create the PLUS file for the Estimate 2000 
file before trying to merge in order for this work properly.  Basically, both design and bridge estimates 
need to be in the PLUS file format. 
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Export or Import a PLUS file into Bid Tabs Pro PLUS 
 
There may be a time you need to export just a PLUS file out to share with another user or simply to save 
a copy of your estimate at a certain point in time.  
 

1. Open Bid Tabs Pro Plus 
2. Click on a Project in the list that you wish to export 
3. Click Export at the bottom of the dialog box 

 

 
 
This will create a PLUS file in the location specified. 

 
 

4. Click Export 
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To Import the PLUS File into Bid Tabs Pro PLUS: 
 

1. Open Bid Tabs Pro PLUS 
2. Click on a Project in the list that you wish to export 
3. Click Import at the bottom of the dialog box 
 

 

 
 

4. Navigate to the location of the PLUS file and Click Open 
 

 
The file will be added to the list of projects. 
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Creating Estimate Files and Reports for ProjectWise  
 
When the estimate is ready to submit to ProjectWise and upload to WebTrnsport, follow the steps below:   
 
Step 1: Creating the estimate files (XML and PLUS) –  
 
With the estimate open, select the Export to XML button.  A box will appear allowing you to select the 
path to export the XML/PLUS to.  Remember where these files are saved as these are the estimate files 
that will be exported to ProjectWise.  Select Save and an XML and PLUS file will be created and saved.   
 

 
 
 
The XML file is created and ready for upload into WebTrnsport and placed in ProjectWise. 
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Class Exercise Chapter 5  
 

1. Open the file you created in Chapter 4 (J5P1234x) in Bid Tabs Pro Plus 
2. Use the Import/Export pull-down to Merge in the Bridge PLUS file located in R:\WTabs\TEMP\ 

named JP51234BR.PLUS 
 

 
 

 
 

Look over the newly merged file. 
 
The Sort code is most likely incorrect.  

3. Change the sort code to start at 10 at the top of the Roadway section and increment 10 
throughout the rest of the items. 

4. Check to make sure there is a Section created for the bridge. Click Project Settings and go to the 
Sections Tab. If a section is not created, create it here for 0070 Bridge No. A1234. 

 
 

 
 
Create a file for placing in ProjectWise and Importing into WebTrnsport. (DESIGN ONLY) 
 

1. With the J5P1234 open, click the EXPORT TO XML button in the 
icons across the top. 

2. Save the XML in J:/Wtabs 
 
 

 
 
Typically from this point you would take the PLUS and XML files created here and import them in to 
ProjectWise in the Specs and Estimates folder for your project. 
 
Go to J:/WTabs and locate your PLUS and XML file.  Make sure the files are there.  We will import these 
into WebTrnsport in a later chapter. 
 
 
 

 


