		Chapter 5: Querying Data





Learning Objectives in this chapter:
· Be familiar with the Identify Tool
· Know how to select and find features.
· Understand how to create layers from selected features
Querying Data in ArcMap

5.1 Overview

There are many ways to retrieve information about features within ArcMap.  Once you get started working on a project, there will be times when you will need to find or identify what a feature is.  This is one of the great advantages about ArcGIS….having that ability to query your data.

5.2 Identifying, Selecting and Finding Features

When you need more information about a feature other than the geospatial aspect, you have many options available in ArcMap to retrieve that information.
Identify features by clicking on them to display their attributes.
Select features by clicking on them, which will highlight them and allow you to then be able to look at their records in the layer’s attribute table. 
Find features by using known information about the feature in order to search the map for that particular feature.

Identifying Features
[image: C:\Program Files\ArcGIS\DeveloperKit10.0\Icons\IdentifyTool32.png]
Using the Identify tool       is the fastest way to find attribute information.  To use the Identify Tool, you must select it from the Tools toolbar.  Within the map, click on the feature of interest in order to view the attribute information for that particular feature.
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Using the Identify Tool
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Selection Options
)[image: ]Selecting Features

Before you begin making selections, it’s a good idea to set your Selection Options by clicking on the Selection button on the Main Toolbar>Selection Options. This dialog box will allow you to set your selection preferences if you wish.

If you want to compare information about several features, select the features on the map and look at their records in the layer attribute table.  The easiest way to select multiple features is by using the Select Features tool[image: C:\Program Files\ArcGIS\DeveloperKit10.0\Icons\SelectionSelectTool32.png]       on the Tools toolbar. 





In ArcGIS 10, you have the option on how you select your features.

 (
Select by Options
)[image: ][image: ]

To select multiple features, click on the Select Features tool icon in the Tools toolbar, choose the option you would like to select by, and begin drawing around the features you want to select.  When you are finished, double click in the map and your features will be selected.

If you only want features from a specific layer selected, remember to set your selectable layers by clicking on the ‘List by Selection’ icon at the top of the Table of Contents.
 (
List by Selection Icon
) (
Table of Contents – List by Selction
)[image: ]

You can choose or view the selectable layers by the icons on the right side of the layer name.  If you want a layer to be selectable, simply click on the first icon.










 (
Selectable Layers
)[image: ]Another way that you can set a layer as being selectable, particularly if you only have one layer that you want to select from, is by right clicking on the layer in the ‘List by Drawing Order’ view of the Table of Contents, choose ‘Selection’ and then check on Make this the only selectable layer’.







If you want to view the attributes of the selected features, right click on the layer and click ‘Open Attribute Table’.  The attribute table will open for that layer.  You have the option of displaying the attribute table with all the features, or you can choose to just display the selected features.  This view can be chosen by clicking on the two icons at the bottom of the table.  In parentheses, you will see how many features are selected out of the total.

 (
Attribute Table View
)[image: ]
[image: C:\Program Files\ArcGIS\DeveloperKit10.0\Icons\SelectionClearSelected32.png]
At any time, you can deselect features by clicking on the      Clear Selected Features button located on the Tools Toolbar.












You can also deselect by clicking on the List by Selection button on the Table of Contents, and clicking on the ‘Clear Selected Features’ button next to the layer.
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Clear Selected Features
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Finding Features
When you have a piece of information about a feature, but you do not know where that feature is on the map, you can search the map for that feature using the known piece of information.
[image: C:\Program Files\ArcGIS\DeveloperKit10.0\Icons\Find32.png]
You can find a feature, by selecting the Find tool       on the Tools toolbar.  When the find dialog box appears, the Features tab should be selected.  You would then type in the known information in the Find box.  From the In Layers drop down box, the layer that you want to find features in should be selected.  In the Search options, the user should choose to either search all fields in the attribute table or a specific field.  Once all parameters are set, click the Find button. 






 (
Find Tool Dialog Box
)[image: ]

As seen in the image below, you may select a feature by right-clicking on the item found in the results window and choosing Select.  You may also zoom, set bookmarks (discussed later), pan, flash, etc.  If you want to identify the feature, click on the Identify….option and the Identify dialog box will display.

 (
Selecting Features Using the Find tool
)[image: ]






Selecting Features by Attributes

In addition to these ways of locating features, you can select features by attributes by writing a query that automatically selects features that meet a specified criterion.  The most basic type of query consists of an attribute such as:‘County Name’, a value such as: ‘Boone’, and a relationship between the two such as: ‘equal to’.  A more complex query combines these basic queries using operators like ‘and’, ‘or’.  These queries are constructed using Structured Query Language (SQL). ArcMap creates the query automatically in this format.

To create an attribute query, click the Selection pull-down on the Main Menu.  The Select by Attributes option should be clicked.  In the Select by Attributes dialog box, click the Layer drop-down arrow and the data layer of interest should be selected.

 (
Select Features by Attribute
)[image: ]The fields in the attribute table appear in the Fields box on the left of the dialog box.  When a particular field is highlighted, sample values display in the Unique Values list on the right.  If you want to see all of the attribute values, click on the Complete List button.  The buttons in the middle are used to choose operators and to connect queries.  To perform a query, double-click an attribute field of interest, in order for it to display in the bottom portion of the Select by Attributes dialog box.  Then click on the appropriate operator button.   A unique value of interest may be double-clicked on within the Unique Values box, or a value may be directly typed into the query string.











Selecting Features by Location

Instead of selecting features by their attribute values, you can select them by their location (their spatial relationship to other features, whether in another layer or in the same layer.) To select features by location, specify a selection method, a selection layer, a spatial relationship, a reference layer, and an optional distance buffer.
To begin selecting features by location, click the selection pull down and click the Select by Location option.  The Select by Location dialog box opens.

 (
Select Features By Location
)[image: ]

By default, the selection method is select features from.  This option should be used when the user wants to create a new selected set.  The other options allow you to add to an existing selected set of features.

Within the scrolling list of selection layers, you may select the layer from which you want to select features.  The Source Layer is the layer that you will be referencing.

There is a list of spatial relationships that can be chosen using the drop down arrow.  The following describes the various options that are available.


 (
Selection Method
)[image: ]Once you create your selection you can also create new selections that can add to the currently selected features, remove from the currently selected features, and select from the currently selected features.




Spatial Selection Methods

Intersect
Intersect will return any feature that either fully or partially overlaps the source feature(s). 

Are within a distance of
This operator creates buffers using the buffer distance around the source features and returns all the features intersecting the buffer zones.  For example, select cities within 100 meters of a river or railroad.

Are within
To be selected, the geometry of the target feature must fall inside the geometry of the source feature.  Selected features and source features can have overlapping boundaries.  

Are completely within
To be selected, all parts of the target features must fall inside the geometry of the source feature(s) and cannot touch the source’s boundaries.  

Completely contain
To be selected, all parts of the target feature must completely contain the geometries of the source feature.  In addition, the source feature cannot touch or overlap the target’s boundaries.  The target feature layer must be a polygon.

Have their centroid in
A target feature will be selected by this operator if the centroid of its geometry falls into the geometry of the source feature or on its boundaries.




Share a line segment with
With this method, the source and target features will be considered as sharing a line segment if their geometries have at least two contiguous vertices in common.  The source and target features must be either lines or polygons.

Touch the boundary of
A target feature will be selected if the intersection of its geometry with the source feature is non-empty, but the intersection of their interiors is empty.  

Are identical to
Two features are considered identical if their geometries are strictly equal.  The feature types must be the same.

Are crossed by the outline of
For this operator, the boundaries of the source and target feature must have at least one edge, vertex, or endpoint in common but must not share a line segment.  The source and target features must either be lines or polygons.

Contain (Clementini)
This operator will provide the same results as Contain unless the source feature is entirely on the boundary of the target feature, with no part of the source feature inside the target feature.  In this case, using the Contain Clementini operator would not slect the target feature, whereas the Contain operator would.  

Are within (Clementini)
This operator will provide the same results as Are Within unless the target feature is entirely on the boundary of the source feature, with no part of the target feature inside the source feature. In this case, using the Are Within Clementini operator would not select the target feature, whereas the Are Within operator would.  Clementini states that a polygon’s boundary is separate from its inside and outside.












 (
Select By Location
)[image: ]If you want to select features within a distance, click the box next to Apply a search distance. A distance and a unit of measure should be chosen.

Once all parameters are set, click the Apply button. The results will be selected in the map display.  In the image below, all reported chemical sites that are within a distance of 1 mile of the major rivers are selected. 













 (
Select By Location
s – Selected Features
)[image: ]


Creating layers from Selected Features

Once a feature(s) has been selected, it can be converted into its own layer within ArcMap.  Right click on the name of the data layer in the table of contents that contains the selected features of interest.  Scroll down to Selection>Create Layer from Selected Features.

 (
Creating a Layer from Selected Features
)[image: ]

 A new layer with the original layer’s name plus the addition of ‘selection’ behind the name will be added to the table of contents.  This is the default name, and can be changed by either right clicking on the name, selecting Properties>General >and typing in a new name in the Layer Name box….Or by tapping on the name of the layer twice and typing it in.

At this point, the new layer is not permanent.  If you want to make the layer available to other maps, you must convert it to a shapefile.

Right click on the layer selection name>Selection>Export Data.  You will be prompted to save the shapefile in your preferred location.


 (
Exporting Selected Data
)[image: C:\Users\hoskir\Desktop\Untitled-1.jpg]


The Chapter 5 exercise will give you a good introduction into querying data for your map projects and will prove to come in handy as a reference once you are back at your desk.















Blank Page
Page 5 - 2 

image10.png
Fle Edt View Bookmarks Insert Selection Geoprocessing Customize Windows Help R CEET

pOsde B

0 b TIsEET

Hl=lnlel-lalE , J: o

o 7
0S8 &
@ |5 tayers
L
e
8| gt
Q
o O MoDOT DISTRICTS
@ 0 Bssemap
m r
3
(4]
®
]
&
=
] —
Drawing - K (- O- A - < @Aa

T UA-D -2 06N> GiS

387,798,832 4,274,3%3.568 Meters.

Vaue
1
Polygon

384020319 4311198.219 Meters




image11.emf

image12.png




image13.png




image14.emf
 

By clicking on the down a rrow y ou may select by  drawing a rectangle, a polygon, a lasso, a circle or  by line.   Or you can just click the button and select  a feature directly.  
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