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2.1 Objectives 

• Be able to start a new GEOPAK job with the Start Job dialog. 
• Be able to add a new user to an existing GEOPAK job with the Start Job dialog. 

2.2 Definition 

Start Job is a tool that will set up a GEOPAK job for a user, or add users to an existing job.  
Start Job creates the job directories and copies default MicroStation files to the directories.  
Start Job also appends the job number to the end of the copied MicroStation files if that option 
is activated.  Once a job has been created, Start Job adds a user to the job.  Start Job is only 
available in the design user interface in MicroStation. 

2.3 Accessing 

Start Job can be accessed from the MicroStation menu MoDOT > Start GEOPAK Job/Add 
User. 

2.4 Start Job Dialog 

Once the user has accessed the Start Job 
dialog box, shown right, the tool can be u
to either create a new job or add users to an 
existing job. 

sed 

 
If the user is creating a new job, do not 
check the Add Users to Existing Job 
toggle.  The user then types in the 
appropriate number in the Job Number 
field.  Note that the Browse button for 
selecting a job number is ghosted out.  This 
is because the job doesn’t exist yet.  The 
user needs to specify the path in which the 
job will be placed.  The Browse button can 
be selected to navigate through the path.  
The next step is to choose the userids of the 
people that will be working on the job. The user can select one or multiple user ID’s. 
 
In addition, for a new job, select the Units and the Sheet types that will be used for the job.  This 
will create a directory for each Sheet type selected to place the sheets into as they are created. 
 
If a job already exists, and users are being added to the job, check the Add Users to Existing 
Job toggle.  Note that the Path, Units, and Sheets options will ghost out, and the Job Number 
Browse option will become available.  Because the job already exists, the user can browse 
through the job directory to select the Job Number. 
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Once all fields have been filled in, select the OK button.  The job directories will be set up as 
shown below. 

T:\ 
br-proj\ 

A_Geopak\ 
D# (last digit of district number) \ 

job number\ 
data\ 

dtm.dgn 
pattern_shape.dgn 
plan.dgn 
profile.dgn 
topo.dgn 
xs.dgn 
job###.gpk (### = last three letters of the job number) 
MoDOT.lpf 
MoDOT.ols 

plan_sheets\ 
100 
20 

project\ 
job number.prj (Project Name / Number) 
projdbs\ 

job number.rpt (User Preferences) 
userid\ 

job number.003 (Proposed Cross Sections) 
job number.004 (Earthwork) 
job number.005 (Cross Section Sheets) 
job number.006 (Survey) 
job number.008 (Define-Working Alignment) 
job number.009 (Existing Ground Profile) 
job number.00a (Vertical Alignment) 
job number.00c (Limits of Construction) 
job number.00d (Existing Ground-DTM) 
job number.00e (Existing Ground Cross-Sections) 
job number.00f (Reports and XS Quantities) 
job number.010 (Model) 
job number.011 (Draw Pattern) 
job number.012 (Calculate Superelevation) 
job number.014 (Plan / Profile Sheets) 
job number.ifo (User Id) 

 

The data directory contains any project data.  This is the directory that contains the MicroStation 
drawings, the GEOPAK coordinate geometry database (.GPK), and any input or output files.  
The plan_sheets directories contain the detail sheets drawn at specific scales for the project.  The 
project directory contains the GEOPAK project manager file (.PRJ), and the userid directories.  
The userid directories contain the user runs for the job. 
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